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POLITICAL. 


Tax Oudh Akhbdr of the 19th August says that the con- 

dition of Aiyub Khan at present does 
not seem to be good. There is dis- 
union in his camp, and he does not fully rely on his troops. 
A telegram was received on the 13th August to the effect 
that he has postponed his intended march on Kabul for two 
months. It appears from a telegram received on the 15th 
idem that he has disbanded his three Herati regiments because 
they declined to go to Kabul with him. Now he must have 
little troops left with him. Moreover, the traders and other 
well-to-do persons at Kandahar are dissatisfied with him on 


Afghan affairs. 


account of his illegal extortion of money. If the Amir shows 


a little energy on this occasion, he has still hope of success. 
He should at once march with five housand or six thousand 
well-equipped | soldiers: to Kandahar. He has still with 
him nearly the whole of the money we gave him, and can 


very easily ne such an army. Had he spent a. anffi- 


ng proper arrangements to 
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encounter Aiyub Khan in Southern Afghanistan, he would 
never have suffered a reverse at Karez-i-Ata. He may be 


afraid that his troops will again go over to Aiyub Khan 


at the time of battle, but in our opinion the treatment which 
the deserters have received at the hands of Aiyub will deter 
others from following their example. The sympathy of the 
Government is of course with the Amir. But if he is com- 


pletely overpowered by Aiyub, i will be obliged to recognise 
the latter. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 16th August days that some 
persons are of opinion that as the 


Government appointed Abdul Rahman 


The same. 


Khan Amir of Kabul, it will undoubtedly assist him at this 


crisis, It has not yet declared its future Afghan policy, but 
we are disposed to think that it will not give any further help 
to him on several grounds. (1) Abdul Rahman Khan was 
appointed Amir because it was believed that the Afghans 
approved of his appointment. If they are dissatisfied with him, 


let them have another man of their own choice, (2) No 


civil war in Afghanistan can in any way affect our interests. 
When the late Amir Sher Ali was hard pressed by in- 
ternal enemies in 1863 and 1868 and applied to the Govern- 


ment of India for aid, it refused to interfere in the internal 


quarrels in that country. (3) The present Liberal Govers- 
ment condemned the late Kabul war as unnecessary and took 
the late Government to task for it, on the ground that when it 
desired to preserve the independence and integrity of Afghan- 
istan there was no use in waging war against ‘that country, 
and that the 20 millions sterling spent on the war could bare 
been turned to better account in developing the resources. of 
India. (4) Iti is believed that a whey fe has been concia 


should assist Abdul Rahman Khan or Aiyub K . 22 
reasons clearly show that the Government will not now b via de 
any more aid to the Amir. But it should be observed . 
he has still a large army and plenty of arms and mmm 


r t el 
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and may yet be able to retrieve his fortunes if his troops do 
not again desert him. Even if Aiyub Khan becomes Amir 
we should have nothing to fear, because he will never. be so 
foolish as to court bis ruin by showing enmity towards us. 


The Mittra Vildsof the 15th August, referring to the 
| civil war in Afghanistan, says that 
the appointment of Abdul Rahman 
as Amir of Kabul was a great mistake. He did not com- 
mand the sympathy of the Afghans. The native press strong- 
ly protested against his appoinment, but the Government did 
not listen to it. Yakub Khan and Aiyub Khan are the only 
men who are loved by the people and have also the ability 
to manage the affairs of the kingdom. But the Government 
unwisely deposed Yakub Khan from the throne and disre- 
garded the claims of Aiyub Khan. It is simply a waste of 
money to render any aid to the Amir; he cannot hold his 
own against Aiyub Khan. Under these circumstances, in 
our opinion, the best policy would be to depose Abdul Rah- 


man and to place Yakub Khan or Aiyub Khan on the 
throne in his place. 


The Lol - i- Mur of the 13th August says that as the 
Afghans are our neighbours and the 
Russians are steadily extending their 
8 in Central Asia, the Government cannot afford to 


: The same, 


3 The same. 


be indifferent to the state of affairs in Afghanistan. But it 


is also difficult for the Government to place its relations with 
that country on a satisfactory footing. The British Govern- 
ment never appeared to be so helpless on any other occasion 
as it does in dealing with the Afghans at present. The troops 
maintained the honour of British arms in the late Afghan war, 
but bad statemanship spoilt everything. The present Liberal 
Government is chiefly to blame for the failure of our Kabul 
policy. Whether the declaration of a war against the Afgha 
‘by Lord Lytton. was just or unjust, the Liberal Govern 


should have. endeavoured to secure. the object for whieh ‘the 
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war had been undertaken by ‘him when we had ulready cone: 
quered the country at heavy sacrifices. But it did not do so 


for thrée reasons: (1) It desired to strike out a new line of 


poliay in order to bring its accession to power into prominence. 


(2) It was. anxious to reverse the policy of the late Conserya- 
tive Government in order to bring the latter into disrepute. 
(3) Another reason which induced the Liberal Government to 
adopt the abandonment policy was that India might not be 
exposed in future to any trouble and expense on account of 
Afghanistan. This so-called economical policy would resem- 
ble the conduct of a merchant who should first buy goods for 
some lakhs of rupees, but should afterwards abandon them 
and not take them to the place where he intended to sell 
them because of the cost of transport, which would amount 
to some hundreds of rupees. The Sikhs took the frontier 
districts by force and in a short time established their influ- 
ance over the Afghans to such an extent that Afghan mothers 
even now frighten their children by the name of Hari Singh 
Nalwa. True the Sikhs obtained this influence by the exer- 
cise of great cruelty. The British would not have to exercise 
more severity to establish their influence in Afghanistan 


than they did in India in 1857. The Afghans are a lawless, 


cruel, and treacherous people. To show kindness to them i is 
like feeding the serpent with milk. The result of our dis 
playing indulgence to them has been that the thirty krotes 
of rupees spent on the late war has been simply wasted, our 
scientific frontier has disappeared, and our prestige bas suf - 
fered. It is difficult to conceive what induced the Govern 
ment to place Abdul Rahman Khan on the throne, who bad: 


fled from Afghanistan through fear, who had long: lived in 5 


Russian territory, and who did not command theisympathy 
of the Afghans. We imposed no terms on him and have 
ote given ‘him Ae nine lakhs of meee es. If te over“ 


his defeat by aed: Roberts, it would * se Pv nan ' : ‘for 
for itself for justice and generosity. Even when he epologae* 
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to us after his defeat and asked for the surrender of Kan- 
dahar to him, we foolishly did not accede to his request and 
made it over also to a coward like Abdul Rahman, We are 
unable to comprehend what good qualities he possesses. which 
have so charmed the Government. Aiyub Khan has defeated 
the Amir’s army and seized Kandahar. The question is 
what should the Government do now? It has to choose 
between two courses: (1) It should assist Abdul Rah- 
man Khan in maintaining his authority and drive out Ai- 
yab Than from Kandahar. In that case it should ask the 
Amir to expel Aiyub Khan even from Herat, enter into a 
treaty with him, and also establish a British envoy at Kabul. 
To ensure the safety of the envoy it should demand: the 
surrender of the heir-apparent to the throne and one chief 


Sirdar belonging to each class of the people at Kabul as 


hostages. If this were done, the Amir and all classes of the 
people at Kabul would be deeply interested in the protection 
of our envoy. (2) The other course open to the Government 
is that it should send an army to Kandahar and then offer the 
sovereignty of Afghanistan to Aiyub Khan, on condition 
that he will enter into a treaty binding himself to remain 
faithful to us. If he agrees to our terms, we may de pose 
Abdul Rahman Khan and appoint him as Amir in his place. 
The cost of sending an army now to Kandahar will not 
amount to more than five krores of rupees. If we will not 
now interfere and leave the affairs in Afghanistan in their 
present unsatisfactory state, we are afraid that we may 
have in the course of time to undertake another Afghan 
campaign which should again cost us 30 krores of ‘rupees 
and as many men as did the late war. If the Government: 
is unwilling to incur the expenditure . which the despatch: of 
the proposed expedition to Kandahar will involve, it should» 
entrust the expedition to some native chiefs. | As many regi- 
ments of British troops as may be thought sufficient. for ithe: 
requirements of the expedition may en at sar isposal 
of the. n, „There is no donbt that i 
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gladly undertake the expedition and pay its cost, because it 
will afford them opportunity of acquiring fame and exhibit- 
ing their loyaltv to the paramount power. Strictly speaking, 
the Home Government is really responsible for the late Kabul 
war, and therefore England should have paid the entire 
cost of the war, but she threw the burden upon India: At 


all events she should now pay the cost of —— ~~ — 
tion to: — 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 18th August, referring to the 


‘The appointment of nomination of Khalifa Hamid-ud- diu 


Kazis at Labore. and Maulvi Ghulam: Muhammad for 


the post of Kazi of Lahore by the Anjuman-i-Estamiyah, 
approves of the nominations. ‘The editor urges that à separate 
Kazi should be appointed for the Shia community and recom- 
wende en Kasim Shah for the pest: 


The same paper of the 15th August, 3 to e 
Cholera a ea prevalence of cholera at Lahore, urges 
should work very steadily on this occasion, aud should not 
be afraid that if they attend a cholera patient they ‘may 
themselves catch the disease. Every man who comes in 
contact with a cholera patient does not catch the disease. 


A very bad rumour is current at Lahore to the offect that 


‘when the doctors consider a case hopeless, they admi 
some medicine to the patient to accelerate his death. W 

hope that the rumour is unfounded. When a horse’ has a 
broken leg or is rendered unfit for use owing to some other 


cause, the Europeans shoot him; but a man is nota horse 


When a man dies of cholera, the police go to his house and 


burn his bed, sheets, and clothes: This practice is ed 


of great inconvenience to the poor. The municipal com 


tee should pay them compensation in such cases, im order * 
they may be able to buy new beds, sheets, and clothes. 


sate Ss 


N . . n 
r 


that the doctors and native physicians 


74 


of Kazis at Lahore :— 


Wahabis will consent to have their marriages: or divorces 


nation, the 
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The English supplement to the Anjuman-i-Funjdb of the 
16th August makes the following re- 
marks in regard to the nnn 


Kazis at Lahore. 


„We are very glad to shee that Khalifa Hamid-ud-din 
and Maulvi Ghulam Muhammad have been nominated as 
Kazis for Lahore. They are both highly respected and learned 
men, who will no doubt do full justice to their nomination, 
should Government confirm it. If only one Kazi is to be ap- 
pointed for Lahore, the claims of Khalifa Hamid-ud-din 
would probably outweigh those of his. excellent proposed 


colleague. It should also not be forgotten that Kazi Shams- 


ud-din is a hereditary Kazi of Lahore, who has hitherto. dis- 
charged the functions of an unofficial Kazi and who has, inter 
alia, a record of over 900 marriages and divorces celebrated 


by him in this city. Without actually recommending him, 


the Aujuman-i-Panjäb, in accordance with the principles it 
has advocated since 1865, could not altogether overlook here- 


ditary claims, and therefore, with its letter to Government, for- 


warded a memorial last year from the Lahore Muahammadaa 


community, praying that his elaims should be taken into con- 
sideration in connection with the question of the appointment 


of Kazis generally, Now it is obvious that one ob een. two 
Kazis for the Lahore district, which should be subdivide 
the purpose, will not be sufficient even for the Sunnĩ community 


only. Three Kazis at least, under a Kazi-ul-Kurat, as an 
appellate court, would seem to be required fur thut commu- 


nity. It should also be pointed out that both the nominated 
candidates are Sunnis, and that neither the Shiaa. nor che 


hereditary Kaziship, and the. sacar sections. ta a hie 
Islam is divided: bees in ieiently ien at tlie bast nomi- 


candidates andethers for the Sunni eee eee Pro- 
bability also the names of the Shia Mujtahid, Kasim Sah, 
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assisted by Maulvi Kazi Alim Momin Ali for the Shia com- 
munity, and that of the Sayyid Muhammad Husain for the 
Muhammadan puritans, wrongly called Wahabis. The An- 
juman-i-Panjab has since 1865 advocated the appointment of 
Kazis, and in 1871-72 obtained the opinions of Maulvis in 
various parts of the country on the subject. It has devoted 
special care to the elaboration of the difficult problem how 
to reconcile the special demands of the Muhammadan com- 
munity with modern legal requirements, and with this view 
a careful system of legal and general training, recommended 
by it, bas been adopted by the Panj&b University College. 
The present year has seen the result of these labours in the 
successful passing of the Kazi Fazil and Kazi Alim tests by 
Maulvis of great learning in their own law and literature, 
acquainted with the general prinoiples of jurisprudence and of 
our administration up to the standard of our First Examina- 
tion in Law, and, moreover, possessed of a knowledge of the 
usual branches of a liberal education. When Sayyid Ahmad 
last year introduced the Kazi Act, the Anjuman gave infor- 
mation on the whole question which was valued by the Legis- 
lative Department, whilst it was ready to assist in its elabo- 
ration and application, as it alone could from its representa- 
tive character and its previous study of the matter. Had it 
been consulted by the local authorities on the last occasion, 


it is more than probable that two Sunnis would not have been 


nominated for a community composed of Sunnis, Shias, and 
Wahabis. At the same time we are sure that there was not 
the faintest intention to ignore, or not to utilize, the enlight- 
ened material for a semi-religious native bench which has 
been called into existence partly by the encouragement of 


the Panjab Government and the liberal views of Sir Robert 


Egerton.” 
POST-OFFICE. 


The Naiyar-i-Asim of the 15th August states that news- 


The postage on news- papers greatly spread civilization - 


. among the people, and are therefore 
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deserving of encouragement at the hands of the Government. 
The postage on newspapers should be reduced from half an anna 


to quarter of an anna. There are some papers the postage 
paid on which daring the year exceeds their price. 


A correspondent of the Muragga-t-Tahzib (Lucknow) of 
Delay in the delivery of the 15th August complains that he 


letters by rural messengers. posted 8 stamped better ad dregs 34 70 f 
Atabanthar, a small village situated about two miles from 


Unao, on the 15th June last, another stamped letter on the 
20th idem, and a “bearing” letter on the 24th idem, but that 


all the three letters were delivered by the rural messenger on 
the same day to the addressee. This shows that the < com- 


plaint frequently made by villagers about the delay in the 


delivery of stamped letters by rural messengers is true. In 


order to put a stop to the delay the writer proposes that each 


rural messenger should be supplied with a receipt -book, in 1 


which the number of letters made over to him on any dat by 
the postmaster for distribution in any village should be en- 
tered, together with the date on which they were made over 
to him, and he should be asked to have the book signed by 
the thanahdar of the village, if there is a police-station there, 
or by the zamindar or some other respectable inhabitant of 
the village, when he has distributed the letters, The signa- 
ture of the thanahdar or the zamindar will at once show on 
what day the rural messenger went to the village. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. . 
A correspondent of the Koh-i-Ndr of the 17th ary 
Local complaints, Allah- writing from Allahabad, makes 80me 
abad. 


complaints about the state of affairs at 


that place. (1) The streets and lanes in the town are very 
dirty. The European officers sometimes drive or ride along 
the principal street, and a8 it is of course always kept very 
clean, they imagine that the whole town is as clean. (2) The 
inspector in charge of the police-station in the city is a native 
of Allahabad. He has been at Allalab: 


His pay is only about Rs, 200 or 250, But still he can afford 


for the last ten years. 
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to keep several good horses, has built a magnificent house, and 


has celebrated the marriages of his relatives at a great cost. 
He will soon become as rich ashis predecessor, Narayan Singh. 
(3) The Collector’s and the Magistrate’s offices are filled with 
one sect of Musalmans who are generally natives of Jaunpur, 
Machhlishahr, or Ghazipur. It is very difficult for any man 
who does not belong to that sect to obtain a post in those 
offices. The Magistrate is a just man, but his sarishtahdar has 
great influence over him. Zain-al-abdin, the revenue sarish- 
tahdar, and all the other subordinates who have been at 
Allahabad for many years, should be transferred to other dis- 
tricts. (4) The subordinates in the civil courts have also been 
at Allahabad for many years and they oppress the suitors 
very much. No subordinate employed in any of the district 
offices here should be allowed to remain here more than two 
years. 


The Jdm-i-Jamshed (Moradabad) of the 22nd July 


The Musalmans prohi- (received on the 19th August), in its 
bited from drawing water 


from a well at Moradabad local news column, complains that 
by the Hindus. the Hindus have lately begun to 


prohibit the Musalmans from drawing water from a well 
which was constructed by a Hindu called Tula Ram. Both 
the Hindus and the Musalmans have been taking water from 
the well for the last 50 or 60 years. 


The Naiyar-i-Azim (Moradabad) of the 8th August (re- 


The editor cf the Jém- ceived on the 14th idem) states that 


i-Jamshed, Moradabad. Bulaki Das, pleader, instituted a crimi- 


nal suit against the editor of the Jdm-i-J amshed for defama- 
tion. The editor has been convicted by the Joint Magistrate 
and sentenced to undergo simple. imprisonment for three 


months and to pay a fine of Rs. 100, and in default of 
payment to undergo imprisonment for five months. (The 
editor of the Jdm-i-Jamshed was accustomed to publish fre- 
quent complaints against Maulvi Sami-ullah Khan, Subordi- 


nate Judge, and Bulaki Das, pleader.) 
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